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century. Alexander III, under the influence of the assas-
sination of his father, somewhat impaired them, chiefly by
a set of temporary regulations, passed by the Committee
of Ministers, including the "exceptional status" act, which
practically outlaws the region where it is declared and gives
it over to the tender mercies of the Administration or of
the military authorities. The creation of two independent
legislative institutions, the Duma and the Imperial Council,
made it possible to hope that the flaws in our legislation
would be eliminated and these two bodies would stand watch
over the impartial and strict execution of the existing laws.
The hope would not have been in vain, were it not for the
fact that, on one hand, the Duma, politically speaking, lost
its head and imagined that it was possible to introduce a
democratic republic in Russia, and, and on the other, that
the country's destiny was entrusted to a man like Stolypin.
The "exceptional status" regulations were a temporary
law. Their terms having expired in 1906, Stolypin, by
means of an Imperial decree, extended them for another
three years, and the -Duma, the Third Duma, with a Govern-
ment-picked membership, feigned not to'have noticed the
Government's lawless act At present, the Administration
declares "exceptional status" freely and at its own discre-
tion. Furthermore, by arbitrary interpretation Stolypin
rendered them more comprehensive than they were intended
to be by their author (Plehve) and those who practised
them for thirty years before Stolypin's advent to power.
At present, we have reached a point when, without any
semblance of legality, the police invades your home, searches
it until there is not a whole piece of furniture left, seizes
all the papers in which the gendarmes may evince an inter-
est, arrests you for no earthly reason and even exiles you to
some distant corner of our own country or to foreign lands.
The devotion of the present Government to the principle
*f the inviolability of person is aptly illustrated by the